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DR. J. MICHELL CLARKE two affections allied to it. Great advances have been made in our knowledge of these diseases in the last few years, obscure as in many respects they still are.
I may be permitted to give a brief summary of the history of leukaemia. Virchow first clearly recognised the characteristic features of the disease in 1845, although just before him J. Reid and Hughes Bennett had described a condition post mortem which, according to the latter, was fatal " from suppuration of the blood."1 According to the association of the blood-change either with an enlarged spleen or enlarged lymphatic glands, leukaemia was divided into (1) the splenic, and (2) the lymphatic varieties. The next step was made by the important discovery by Neumann of the origin of the leucocytes in the bone-marrow. He also held the view, which is becoming generally accepted at the present day, that the bone-marrow is affected in all cases of leukaemia. As a result of his discovery and its immediate bearings on leukaemia, to the original varieties were added two more, (3) the spleno-medullary, and (4) the myelogenic forms. A further step in advance was due to the introduction of staining methods for blood films, and thereby the differentiation of the various forms of leucocyte, by Ehrlich 
